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"Alex Peter Gregory, you are a moron!â€• Laurie slammed her palms down on my desk and stomped

her foot. I get a lot of that. Â  One car crash. Â  One measly little car crash. And suddenly, Iâ€™m

some kind of convicted felon. Â  My parents are getting divorced, my dad is shacking up with my

third-grade teacher, I might be in love with a girl who could kill me with one finger, and now Iâ€™m

sentenced to babysit some insane old guy. Â  What else could possibly go wrong? Â  This is the

story of Alex Gregory, his guitar, his best gal pal Laurie, and the friendship of a lifetime that he never

would have expected.
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"You would think I'd have been pretty scared by this point, but because I had drunk so much vodka

so fast, I was still getting drunker by the second. Even with my hands cuffed behind my back -- and

the cuffs were REALLY tight, because the officer hadn't been enjoying me much so far -- I was like

a little one-man house party in the back seat of the cruiser. The last thing I remember was getting

bored of the dispatch radio, and shouting, 'Change the station! Get me some ROCK!' "Have you

ever turned on the TV and heard someone who has scored a multi-million dollar lottery jackpot

boasting about the skill it took to win? Of course, not! There is no skill involved in buying the winning

ticket out of those hundreds of thousands of entries. It's purely the luck of the draw.Well, I won the



lottery as a teenager. A bunch of times. On numerous occasions I drove legally drunk. On special

occasions I drove blind drunk. And it turned out that I was one of the few, the chosen, the lucky

ones who never hurt themselves or anybody else while in that condition behind the wheel of an

unforgiving, speeding mass of metal.I wasn't good. No, I was lucky. There were back then, and still

are, lots of other teens and older folk killing or being killed in this fashion on a daily basis.And, no, I

can't help wondering sometimes where I would be today if the wrong number had suddenly come

up for me on one of those long-ago Friday nights.Sixteen-year-old Alex Gregory will be waiting quite

a while now before getting his driver's license.
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